PUBLIC HEARING

TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2005 – 6:45 P.M.

KINGSTON COMMUNITY CENTER

The City of Kingston held a public hearing on the rezoning of property belonging to Baker Hamilton on Ladd Landing Way (Map 59, Parcel 11).  Mr. Hamilton had requested the rezoning of his property from C-2 to R-2.  Mayor McKeethan called the hearing to order on Tuesday, March 8, 2005 at 6:45 p.m. in the community center and asked if anyone had any comments on the rezoning.  After no comments were heard, Mayor McKeethan adjourned the meeting.

REGULAR MEETING – KINGSTON CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2005 – 7:00 P.M.

KINGSTON COMMUNITY CENTER

The Kingston City Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 8, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the community center.  The meeting was called to order by Mayor McKeethan, City Attorney McPherson gave the invocation and Councilwoman Humphreys led the pledge.  Upon roll call the following members were in attendance: Councilman Collins, Councilman Creswell, Councilwoman Humphreys, Councilman McClure, Councilman Rivers and Councilman Sugarman.  Staff present: City Manager Jim Pinkerton, City Attorney Jack McPherson, Fiscal Officer Carolyn Brewer and City Clerk Eleanor Neal.

PREVIOUS MINUTES

A motion by Councilman Sugarman, second by Councilman Rivers to waive the reading and approve as written the minutes of the regular meeting on February 8, 2005, The motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.  7 Ayes

CITIZENS COMMENTS

Ab Armour and Joan Davis addressed council concerning the cable rate increase.

REPORTS

City Manager Jim Pinkerton reported that a public hearing on a turn lane proposed for N. Kentucky Street would be held on Tuesday, April 12 at 6:00 p.m.; final presentation by Bullock Smith on the waterfront development would be April or May; budget work session will be on Tuesday, April 5 beginning at 12:00 noon; Rockwood water line interconnect; Gallaher Road sewer line; Street paving in April.

Mayor McKeethan appointed a committee of Councilman Sugarman, Councilman Collins and Councilman Creswell to meet with Dave Westberg concerning the paddleboat for the City of Kingston.  They are to meet with Mr. Westberg with questions council has and bring their finding back to council in April.

Other reports from department heads and council members: Jim Washam, Police department, Steve Jacks, Library, Joan Knies, Park and Rec. and Councilman Collins, Fort.

APPROVAL OF BILL

A motion by Councilman McClure, second by Councilman Sugarman to approve payment of the bill from O. G. Hughes & Sons in the amount of $8544.15 for the emergency repair of the bucket truck.  The motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.  

7 Ayes

OLD BUSINESS

C.   DISCUSSION OF THE COMCAST SERVICE IN THE CITY OF KINGSTON BY 

       COMCAST REPRESENTATIVE RUSSELL BYRD AND KINGSTON 

       RESIDENTS

Council members discussed with Comcast representative Russell Byrd their concerns about the increase in cable rates, not returned phone calls and no cable at Ladd Landing.

Mr. Byrd stated he had returned all phone calls and the reason for the rate increase in the rates was to make upgrades in the system.  He stated the cable is being installed at Ladd Landing as scheduled and should be activated next week.

Ab Armour, Joan Davis and Lloyd Cook stated Kingston has a lot of senior citizens on a fixed income and can not pay the increases.

Councilman Rivers stated some towns have their own cable service and council Kingston do this.  He asked Mr. Byrd with the improvements in the lights on N. Kentucky Street, would the cable company move their lines to Third or First Street?  Mr. Byrd stated they follow the power company and phone company with the lines.

Councilman Creswell thanked Mr. Byrd for coming to the meeting and addressing their concerns.  

Mayor McKeethan asked Mr. Byrd if he would relay their concerns and that people just wanted a service they could afford.

Mr. Byrd stated he would relay the concerns of Kingston to the general manager of Comcast.

A. SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE TO REVISE VARIOUS ORDINANCES

REGARDING THE MANUFACTURE, RECEIPT, POSSESSION, STORAGE,

TRANSPORTATION AND SALE OF BEER

A motion by Councilman Sugarman, second by Councilman Rivers to adopt on second reading ordinance #5-2-8, to revise various City ordinances regarding the manufacture, receipt, possession, storage, transport and sale of beer.  The motion passed with  the following roll call vote taken: Councilman Collins, Aye; Councilman Creswell, Aye; Councilwoman Humphreys, Aye; Councilman McClure, Nay; Councilman Rivers, Aye; Councilman Sugarman, Aye; Mayor McKeethan, Aye.  6 Ayes  1 Nay

B. SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE TO REZONE FROM C-2 TO R-2 

CERTAIN PROPERTY ON LADD LANDING WAY BELONGING TO

BAKER HAMILTON (MAP 59, PARCEL 11)

A motion by Councilman Sugarman, second by Councilman Collins to adopt on second reading ordinance #5-2-8-3, to amend the City of Kingston zoning map by rezoning a part of parcel 11, Roane County tax map 59 from C-2 to R-2.  This rezoning was at the request of the owner of the property and was approved by the Kingston Regional Planning Commission on January 20, 2005.  The motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.  7 Ayes

NEW BUSINESS

A. FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE TO ADOPT REVISION TO THE EXISTING

CITY OF KINGSTON PERSONNEL POLICY MANUAL

A need to revise the personnel policy was needed to incorporate new rules and regulations adopted by Council into the existing policy. 

A motion by Councilman Creswell, second by Sugarman to adopt on first reading ordinance #5-3-8, to adopt and enact a comprehensive codification and revision of the personnel rules and regulation.  The motion passed with the following roll call vote taken: Councilman Collins, Aye; Councilman Creswell, Aye; Councilwoman Humphreys, Aye; Councilman McClure, Nay; Councilman Rivers, Aye; Councilman Sugarman, Aye; Mayor McKeethan, Aye.  6 Ayes 1 Nay

There being no other items on the prepared agenda to come before council, Mayor McKeethan adjourned the meeting after a motion by Councilman McClure, second by Councilman Creswell passed with a unanimous voice vote.

APPROVED_______________________________

__________________________________

Diane McKeethan, Mayor 

ATTEST:

__________________________________

City Clerk

